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23rd the weather was improving, and there seemed promise
of a dry spell.
At the opening of the third phase, the 3rd Corps right
was in touch with the left of the 1st Corps on the right
bank of the Tigris immediately south-east of Kut. Its
divisions were disposed as follows :—The 13th Division was
facing the eastern and southern faces of the Hai salient
between the river and a point just west of the Hai;
on its left, two brigades of the 14th Division continued
the line to a point about a mile and a half west by
south of Kala Haji Fahan, while the third Infantry Brigade
was concentrated near Besouia. To the south and west of
this point the flank and rear were protected by one infantry
brigade allotted from the 1st Corps.
The 3rd Corps plan for capturing the Hai Salient was to
assault the southern portion of the defences astride the Hai
on a two-brigade front, supported by an intense artillery
bombardment.
At 0940 hours on the 25th January, the 40th and 39th
Brigades of the 13th Division advanced to the attack on
respectively the east and west banks of the Hai and, under
cover of the bombardment, penetrated the first line of the
defence. The fighting was severe and, on the west bank,
the enemy counter-attacked with so great determination that
by 1600 hours the 39th Brigade, which suffered severe
casualties, had been forced back to its starting-line. Owing
to the heavy casualties and the congestion in the communi-
cation trenches, it was unable to resume the offensive
that day. East of the Hai, the 40th Brigade established
itself in the second line of the defences and by nightfall had
succeeded in consolidating its gains in spite -of two determined
counter-attacks. It was a day of heavy fighting : the British
casualties totalled 1,135, and the enem/s losses were far
heavier.
The nett morning, the GLO.C. 14th Division (General
Egerton), who was in command of the troops west of the Hai?
resumed the attack on the west bank. By nightfall, after
severe fighting he had made some progress. East of the Hai
the 40th Brigade extended its front eastwards.
Between the 27th and the 30th, the 3rd Corps continued
slowly to gain ground on both banks of the Hai., consolidating
the new positions as they were gained, and moving the guns
forward to support the next attack.
On the Blst, General Maude, after consultation with the
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